
were flown by the DZôs 
Twin Otter, but the 
uniqueness of a 20 -way 
tailgate exit was a major 

draw.  

    A radi-
cally suc-
cessful party 
blowout on 
S a t u r d a y 
night, illumi-
nated by a 
bonfire, en-
tertained by 
a band, and 
fueled by a 
great roast 
beef dinner 

(with ice luge as an after -
dinner aperitif), added to 
a welcome atmosphere.  
This event served to ex-
pose many visitors to the 

     No, itôs not the hall-
way of a building, or the 
interior of a truck, or a 
warehouse.  Itôs a ground 

look at the cargo com-
partment of a Shorts 
SkyVan, from the outside 
rear.   

     These folks came 
down to Skydive Del-
marva from Cross Keys 
with the aircraft on Oct. 
11th, to add pizzazz to 
the first annual MAX 
Boogie , hosted by Sky-
dive Delmarva .  Of 
three days scheduled, 
one and a half  were OK 
weather, allowing 25 
loads to go aloft with en-
thusiastic skydivers glee-
fully exiting the fabled 
tailgate.  Additional loads 

superb community environ-
ment offered by the local 
skydiving cadre; a feature 
of Skydive Delmarva , itôs 
administration, and staff; 
which sets it apart from 

m a n y  o t h e r  D Z s .                          
(see photo array at http:/ /
www.skydivedelmarva.com )  

     600 skydives were made 
by the registering contin-
gent and the local students 
a n d 

 MAX Boogie     Firs t Annual Event Sets  High Standard 

The Dropped Zone 
  As you might imagine, 

this photo has a special 

theme:    motherhood.  

These ladies could well 

be designated the ófuture 

skydiving community 

committeeô.       Youôre 

viewing Teresa Lippen-

cott & Rufus, Tammy 

Dalgleish & Erin, Eliza-

b e t h  S t o rk e  & 

Adrianna, Christine 

Weeks & Xander.   

  Teresa and Tammy 

could be called the 

óDZ Mothersô (ð 

keep it clean, now!).                                                                                

Special points of interest: 

> DZ Seasonal Summary ð 

page 2 

> A message from our USPA 

Eastern Regional Director, 

Randy Schroeder ð page 4 

> 5 Universities have active 

skydiving clubs at the DZ  

ð  page  16 

> Skydive Delmarva Staff 

Roster  ð  page  5 

> EPIC SkillzWork ð page 7 

> Getting Philosophical  ð  

page  14 

>  The Zoo Crew  ð  page  8 

> Around the Drop Zone  ð  

page  14 

> AFF Graduates   ð  page  

16 

> The Real Operational           

 Engine ð page 11 

  The Freefall Academy 

subsidiary of Skydive Delmarva, Inc. 
  The   DropZoneO perator 
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     Despite the man-

made economic difficulties 

of the recession, pinching the 
pockets of so many citizens, 

the fortunes of Skydive Del-

marve this season have 

hinged on a higher power  -- 
none other than that great 

mother:  Nature.     All year, 

applications, registrations, 
and appointments by clien-

tele have broken records, but 

a continuing scourge of low 
ceilings and high winds has 

played like a broken record, 

despite general balmy condi-

tions.   A veritable plague of 
low-pressure systems has 

periodically taken residence 

offshore, exactly during peak 
activity moments; daily, 

weekly, monthly.  The phas-

ing of scheduled high vol-
ume skydiving calendars 

with low-pressure weather 

has been uncannily persistent 

throughout the season, giv-
ing the manifestors writerôs 

cramp making out vouchers, 

or refunding deposits.   é   
Will they return? ..  Itôs the 

common mystery.  Only 

time, and weather patterns, 

will tell!  But the DZ man-
agement and staff toil on, 

faithful to the end.  If the 

time-honored farmerôs ad-
monition about the weather 

holds, then weôre in for a 

good season next year.  They 
say, ñextremes follow ex-

tremes!ò 

 

THE GOOD NEWS?? 
 As usual, the season 

began with Safety Day.  This 

is the opportunity for those 
who have laid off from sky-

diving for the winter to 
become recurrent.  Sky-

dive Delmarva has a well 

established tradition of 
focusing on safety;  the 

main reason why the sport 

of skydiving is in a resur-

gent state, despite the 
economy.  Safety Day is 

sponsored and encouraged 

by USPA, with excellent 
feedback comments on the 

efficacy of practice.  The 

idle mind forgets easily, 
making it doubly impor-

tant to accelerate the 

awareness, responses, con-

fidence and perceptions 

required by the skydiving 

environment.   The mind 

tells us that we remember, 
but in practice the body 

has forgotten.  This dichot-

omy is redressed through 

attention to Safety Day 
issues and encouragement 

to drill in fundamentals 

As the season pro-
gressed into the spring and 

summer, and weather 
allowed, the aircraft had 

times when it  droned on 

and on for hours, with-
out shutting down, util-

izing hot-fueling ses-

sions to squeeze every 

drop of the good stuff; 
i.e., weather;  usually 

just enough to placate 

most of the hard-core, 
persistent clientele, dili-

gently traveling on the 

mere whiff of a chance 
to get in the air, while 

combating the frustra-

tion of thought about 

another delay or wasted 
DZ sojourn.  The grum-

bling of the wait-it-out 

crowd grows to a cres-
cendo as those other 

guys who give it up and 

leave for home or other 
activities trail their dust 

on the access road.  Yet, 

those who wait long 

enough have had a high 
percentage of getting up.  

Many times, the deci-

sion of waiting; i.e., get-
ting up versus getting 

home early, has worked 

out for the diligent.  An 

added problem in these 
cases is that of getting 

enough people together 

for a load.  The DZ 
management has borne 

the burden of subsidiz-

ing light loads so that 
the óperil of patienceô,  

the risk of wasting an 

early departure from the 

DZ for more rewarding 
social activity in favor 

of the anticipation of the 

exhilaration of the sky-
dive, is not experienced. 
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WHATôS IN A SEASON?? 

Human fun only ?? 

  Lance Lippencott videos Scott Regina 

    Sergey Viter captures AFF opening 



staff; generating mostly     
hot fueling episodes, 
where there was no time 
to shut the aircraft down.     
 Friday was lost 
due to high winds and 
Saturday morning was 
marred by low ceiling, but 
when the jump lamp was 
lit, it was destination wild 
blue yonder.      

   Delmarvaôs DZ is 
warmly conducive to large 
events; with a beautiful, 
green, sprawling, obstacle
- free landing area, room 
for camping and hookups, 

and enough distance from 
neighbors to allow deviating 
from the usual courteous 

muting of innately raucous 
activity.  

     The late hours around the 
bonfire were reminiscent of 
the good ole days of the 
Herd.  In fact, a few of the 
Herd oldtimers were occa-
sionally at the center of at-
tention.  You always know 

when Walt Schnei-
der and David (ónot 
tooô) Bright are 
around.  

  One of the main 
attractions of the 
SkyVan, in addition 
to the mass exit 
feature, is the vari-
ability in exit tech-
nique.  Anything 

from a 4 -way diamond to an 
8-way round is possible, 
challenging the relative 
workers to perform on the 
ôhillô;  the phase of the exit 
where there is still a signifi-
cant forward velocity compo-
nent, as the skydiver accel-
erates into the vertical 
phase.  This is possible due 
to the proximity of the par-
ticipants during the first few 
seconds; i.e., tight exit.  

 Itôs possible to obtain 
tight large exits from the 

Twin Otter, but it takes much 
mockup practice to achieve a 
satisfactory result.  The 

beefy SkyVan is exit friendly.  

   Another attractive feature 
of the 

óIrish tailgateô is itôs ability to 
takeoff and land from 
shorter, less - improved run-
way strips.   é                     
 All are invited to next 
yearôs event.  Stay tuned!!     

Page 3                             The  DropZoneOperator 

Looking out the SkyVan 

tailgate on exit. 

Max Boogie (con ti nue d f r om pa ge 1) 

Bonfire residue.    Any  

skydivers in there?? 
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at center.  He had trouble 
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Nobody escapes 

from duty.  �³  DZO 

Brian Kunkowski on 

the boarding steps. 


